Florida State University

Sponsored Research Administration
REQUEST FOR PRIOR APPROVAL

to Purchase Reserved Normalized Compute Unit (NCU) Services
*Using Federal funds, Federal flow-through funds, or non-Federal funds used as cost-sharing on a Federal award
Please consult the Guidance on Direct Charging Reserved Normalized Compute Unit (NCU) Services or ask SRA before submitting this form for approval, as it is not always required. 

	Principal Investigator (PI)
     
	Department
     
	FSU Project Number
     

	Sponsor
     
	Sponsor Award Number
     
	Current Award Period
     

	Who to contact about this request (Name, phone, email):      


Please explain why the Reserved NCU services are necessary for the conduct of the project and include an assurance that they will be used primarily to benefit the specific funded effort (attach additional pages as needed).

	     


Please discuss the volume of computing resources required to conduct the research and how the Reserved NCU services purchase is less expensive than On-Demand services over the life of the award (attach additional pages as needed):.
	     


REQUIRED APPROVAL SIGNATURES:

	Principal Investigator Signature/Date

	Chair Signature/Date
	Dean Signature/Date


	SPONSORED RESEARCH ADMINISTRATION

	  Approved       Disapproved :
	Signature/Date:


PURPOSE:

This document is intended to provide guidance on the purchase of Reserved NCU services from the Research Computing Center related to the allowability of the costs on Federally-funded projects. 

APPLICABILITY:

This guidance applies only to awards subject to the (1) Federal Demonstration Partnership (FDP) Terms & Conditions, or (2) Research Terms & Conditions (RTC’s).  For awards not subject to either of these terms, the terms of the award will determine the allowability of the NCU services purchase. 

“Federally-funded” projects include:

· Direct Federal awards (Fund codes 520 and 521),

· Federal flow-through awards (Fund codes 523 and 524), and

· Non-Federal awards contributing cost sharing to a Federal award. 

APPROVAL:

Approval is dependent upon the following the following allowability criteria:

· The Reserved NCU services shall be primarily used for the conduct of the project.

· The Reserved NCU services must be necessary for and provide benefit to the project. 

· The cost of Reserved NCU services must be allocable. 

· The services are to support the project’s programmatic activities, and would not have been purchased other than to support the goals of the project. 

· NCU services may be shared by and allocated (the cost distributed) to one or more sources of funding including multiple sponsored projects.  For shared use, there should be documentation that supports the allocation. 

· The cost of Reserved NCU services must be reasonable. 

· The Reserved NCU services purchased must be more cost effective than using On-Demand services.
· Reserved NCU service purchases in the final 90 days of the project period must be reasonable and necessary for the conduct of remaining project activities. 
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